RIPPLL: An Evaluator’s mid-project view
This project has been timely in providing practical assistance to national initiatives involving e-portfolio implementation. The principle of reflective self-assessment linked to the development of personal career paths (including tools to provide applications to the next stage of learning) has been generally accepted as a mechanism for raising achievement. 

Becta has, for England, been given the role of implementing a range of Government strategies involving online or ‘e’-portfolios for all age groups (outside Higher Education). 
The Qualification and Curriculum Authority that licences examination awarding bodies in England has an ambitious agenda to deliver online assessment. Much of this will utilise portfolios of individual students’ evidence of coursework.
Having recognised the need for student portfolios, providers of electronic tools and systems have tended so far to satisfy only small subsets of the portfolio spectrum: be it assessment or reflection.
‘e-Portfolio’ is a heavily overloaded term.

The confusion over definition and the apparent scale of the problem space has blurred the development of appropriate solutions; bespoke solutions to bespoke requirements (such as NVQ assessment), which allow little opportunity for interoperability, have been the norm so far.
The RIPPLL project (supported by the Nottingham ePortfolio Reference Model eP4LL work) has identified and reinforced those key criteria required for the future of eportfolio development, providing a foundation for the flexibility through standardisation that all stakeholders require.
· Portfolios should be defined by the application needs (from assessment to reflection and beyond). The number of applications is large: for example, the Guidance for School Leavers applications will differ from those designed for postgraduates.
· The data structures used to store data to support the applications should be assembled from defined components or items. For example, a portfolio for assessment of coursework would need as a minimum a coursework repository item, an identification item and an assessment recording item. 
· The principle of assembling the data from appropriate items provides both an incremental pathway for the development of tools and systems and a solution to the problem of authorisation and authentication (different items selected to satisfy an application can be allocated different access rights).
· The component or item definition should be standardised (using XML) to facilitate use on different platforms and employment by applications. The British Standard under development for this work (UKLeaP) is being tested and shown, with reservations, to be the basis of a suitable data transfer mechanism.

· Generic services underpinning eportfolio applications (for example, storing and retrieving data) can be represented by a range of re-usable software tools. Other projects within JISC’s e-Framework remit have provided exemplar service oriented architecture software that can be modified for re-use in this area of work.
· As many appropriate stakeholders as possible need to be engaged. This project is involving FE, HE, employers, and awarding bodies.
The above criteria will be applied and tested for the remainder of the project though the use of sample standardised tools and systems to support the movement of students from school to college and university, and school and college to work.

The fact that the outputs from this project have helped inform the English Government and its agencies (Becta) and to position Nottingham University as a major provider of expertise in this area is very rewarding for those involved. 
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